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Section 4:

TOOLS
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bigfuture.collegeboard.org

CHECKLISTS
9TH / 10TH GRADE

	� CREATE A FOUR-YEAR HIGH SCHOOL PLAN 
DURING YOUR IGP MEETING. 
•	 Think about what you’d like to accomplish in the next 

four years.
•	 Ask your counselor which high school courses are 

required by colleges, and make sure that you’re taking 
the right classes as early as the ninth grade.

•	 Get to know the levels and types of courses offered by 
your school.

	� START THINKING ABOUT YOUR LIFE AFTER 
SCHOOL, INCLUDING THE TYPES OF 
CAREERS THAT MIGHT INTEREST YOU.
•	 Identify your interests, likes and dislikes, not just in 

classes but in every area.  
•	 Talk to other people, such as your school counselor, 

teachers, recent college graduates who are working, 
professionals in the community, etc., about careers 
you might find interesting.

	� MEET WITH YOUR HIGH SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR. YOUR COUNSELOR KNOWS 
HOW TO HELP YOU GET THE MOST OUT OF 
HIGH SCHOOL.
•	 Discuss post-high school plans with your counselor.
•	 Research potential internship and job shadow sites 

that align with your goals and share the information 
with your counselor. 

•	 Discuss taking Honors courses, Advanced Placement 
courses or dual-credit courses. Find out which courses 
will prepare you for your post-high school plans.

	� PARTICIPATE IN EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES. ACADEMICS IS JUST THE 
STARTING POINT.
•	 Explore your interest in a sport, school club, music or 

drama group or community volunteer activity.
•	 Remember that colleges/employers would rather see 

real involvement in one activity instead of a loose 
connection to several.

•	 If you’re interested in playing sports in college, 
research the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) eligibility requirements. The NCAA requires 
completion of certain core courses; you can find the 
specifics at ncaaclearinghouse.net.

	� PLANNING TO ATTEND A TWO-YEAR OR 
FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE? IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO PUT MONEY ASIDE FOR COLLEGE. 
EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS! 
•	 Learning about financial aid early on can also help you 

down the road.

	� EXPLORE LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES.
•	 Look for a job, internship or volunteer position that will 

help you learn about a field of interest.
•	 Research Youth Apprenticeship programs and 

internship opportunities.
•	 Discuss work-based learning opportunities with your 

counselor.
•	 Update your resume or online portfolio with your 

accomplishments.

	� GET FAMILIAR WITH ANY ASSESSMENTS 
YOU MAY NEED FOR YOUR POST-HIGH 
SCHOOL PLANS. 
•	 Most four-year colleges consider applicants’ scores on 

college admission tests as part of a deciding factor for 
admission. 

•	 Take the PRE-ACT and/or the PSAT to get an 
understanding of the testing format before taking 
entrance tests in 11th grade.

•	 Download free practice tests for needed assessments. 
•	 Review PSAT scores to see what Advanced Placement 

courses might be good for you to take.

	� RESEARCH COLLEGES AND CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES.
•	 Attend college and career fairs. Participate in any 

learning opportunity available to explore career fields. 
•	 Tour college campuses. Take advantage of vacation or 

travel time to visit colleges. Even if you have no  
interest in attending the college you are visiting, it will 
help you learn what to look for in a college.

11TH GRADE
SUMMER

	� Get the facts about what college costs. You may be 
surprised by how affordable higher education can be. 
Research options at the local two-year or technical college. 

	� Explore financial aid options. These include grants and 
scholarships, loans and work-study programs that can help 
pay for college costs. 
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	� Explore employment opportunities in your local area. 
Research industry trends. 

	� Research training programs, apprenticeship programs and 
certificate opportunities if college is not in your immediate 
plans. 

FALL
	� Make sure you and your parent meet with your school 
counselor. This meeting is especially important this year to 
learn about the college application process. 

	� Stay organized! Make weekly or monthly to-do lists to keep 
on top of the tasks required to get ready for applying to 
colleges and explore work-based learning or apprenticeship 
opportunities. 

	� Get ready for the PSAT/NMSQT in October. This is a 
preliminary test that helps you practice for the SAT and 
assess your academic skills. Juniors who score well on the 
test are also eligible for scholarship opportunities. 

	� Set goals for the school year. Working toward specific goals 
helps you stay motivated and focused.

WINTER
	� Register and prepare for the ACT and the SAT. Take both 
tests during the winter of your junior year. Check with your 
school counselor on the registration process and testing 
dates or go to collegeboard.org.

	� Discuss other testing opportunities with your school 
counselor, such as WIN$, ACCUPLACER and ASVAB. These 
standardized tests will give insight into your career-ready 
skills.

SPRING
	� Search for colleges that meet your goals. Once you have 
an idea of the colleges you may be interested in, create a 
list and research application deadlines, campus tours and 
programs. 

	� Research scholarships! Search your college websites 
for specific school-based scholarships. Make note of all 
deadlines!

	� Attend college fairs, financial aid events and career 
opportunities. These events allow you to meet with college 
representatives and get answers to questions.

	� Make summer plans. Summer is a great time to explore 
interests and learn new skills. Look into summer learning 
programs or find a job or internship. 

	� Visit your top college choices. 

12TH GRADE
SUMMER

	� Visit colleges. Make plans to check out the campuses of 
colleges on your list. 

	� Find out your top colleges’ actual cost. Research the 
potential for financial aid and the true out-of-pocket cost, or 
net price, of each college.

	� Start on your applications. Get the easy stuff out of the way 
now by filling in as much required information on college 
applications as possible. 

	� Ask your parents to gather necessary financial documents. 
To apply for most financial aid you will need to complete 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

FALL
	� Meet with your school counselor early in your senior year. 
Your counselor will work with you on college scholarship 
and job applications. 

	� Create a calendar with deadlines and important dates, 
including application deadlines. 

	� Prepare for college admission tests or other assessments.

	� Apply for scholarships. Find out about scholarship 
opportunities from your school counselor. 

	� Ask your counselor, parent and a teacher to review all 
applications and essays before submitting. 

	� Work with your parents to complete the FAFSA. Contact the 
financial aid offices at the colleges to find out what forms 
you must submit to apply for aid. Make sure you apply for 
aid by or before any stated deadlines. Funds are limited, so 
the earlier you apply, the better.

WINTER
	� Contact potential employers. Research opportunities for 
internships and apprenticeship programs. 

	� Ask for letters of recommendation from teachers, club 
sponsors, coaches and other adults who can highlight your 
skills and attest to your character.

SPRING
	� Process your college responses. Once you start hearing 
back from colleges about admission and financial aid, work 
with your parents on which college to attend. Complete the 
paperwork to accept a college’s offer of admittance.

	� Practice interview skills.

	� Review financial aid offers together. You will need help 
reading through financial aid award letters and figuring out 
which package works best. Be sure to pay attention to and 
meet any deadlines for acceptance. 

	� Finish your senior year strong.
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WEB RESOURCES

ACADEMIC COMMON MARKET

che.sc.gov

The Academic Common Market allows for South 
Carolina residents who are enrolled in specific 
programs at out-of-state institutions to be charged 
only the applicable in-state tuition by the institution in 
which the student is enrolled.

BIG FUTURE

bigfuture.collegeboard.org

Big Future by The College Board is a college 
planning tool to generate a list of colleges that match 
your preferences.

CAREER AISLE

knowitall.org

With Know It All, career exploration resources are 
provided to assist with career awareness, career 
exploration and career preparation of students with 
the objective of facilitating a successful transition 
into post-secondary opportunities and the 21st 
century global workplace.

CAREER ONE STOP

careeronestop.org

U.S. Department of Labor sponsored site offers 
sections where students can explore careers (self-
assessments, look at general information, check 
out employment trends, look at videos, see skills 
and occupations), look at salary and benefits, review 
education and training and more!

CHARLESTON METRO CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE

charlestonchamber.org

The Charleston Metro Chamber works as a collective 
voice to develop initiatives and advance the region.

COLLEGE SCORECARD

collegescorecard.ed.gov

Information provided by the U.S. Department of 
Education such as average tuition costs, graduation 
rates, typical total debt and typical monthly loan 
payments.

COMMON SKILLS IN HIGH 
DEMAND

charlestonchamber.org/commonskills

Defines the entry-level job skills and competencies 
required by the region’s high-demand industry 
sectors.

ECAMPUSTOURS.COM

ecampustours.com

A revolutionary college planning website featuring 
360º x 360º virtual campus tours of over 1,300 
college campuses.

FAFSA

fafsa.ed.gov

Free Application for Federal Student Aid.

APPLYING FOR A PIN
in.ed.gov

FASTWEB
fastweb.com

Fastweb members are matched to relevant 
scholarship opportunities completely free of charge.

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS AT 
TRIDENT TECH

tridenttech.edu/start/before/ad_highschool.htm

Get a smart start on college with Trident Technical 
College’s Dual Credit and Early Admit Programs. TTC 
offers eligible high school students the opportunity to 
earn college credit before graduating from high school.
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LEXILE / QUANTILE

lexile.com

quantiles.com

Lexile and Quantile measures provide an actionable 
tool for helping students engage in learning, 
comprehend their reading materials and succeed in 
math class.

MAPPING YOUR FUTURE

mappingyourfuture.org

Mapping Your Future is a national collaborative, 
public-service, non-profit organization providing 
career, college, financial aid and financial literacy 
services for students, families and schools.

MICROBURST LEARNING

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS
microburstlearning.com

Explore interactive career profiles that contain 
important career information to help you make 
educated decisions about your future.

MYFUTURE.COM

myfuture.com

Myfuture.com helps young adults plan their next steps 
in life by bringing together the most recently available 
information about colleges, careers and military 
service opportunities from the U.S. Departments of 
Commerce, Defense, Education and Labor.

MY NEXT MOVE

mynextmove.org

An easy-to-use online career search to research over 
900 different careers and see important information 
including skills, tasks, technologies, salaries and 
employment outlook. Includes the 60-item, web-
based O*NET Interest Profiler Short Form, a tool 
that offers career suggestions based on a person’s 
interests and level of work experience.

PETERSON’S GUIDE

petersons.com

Guides you through the college planning process with 
personalized resources.

NCAA 

ELIGIBILITY CENTER
web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3

A website specifically dedicated to educating 
students and parents about new NCAA Division 1 
standards for 2016 and beyond.

PRINCETON REVIEW
princetonreview.com

Helps students, parents and educators achieve 
the best results at every stage of their educational 
careers.

OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION 
NETWORK 

O*NET ONLINE
online.onetcenter.org

The nation’s primary source of occupational 
information; this is an interactive site with 
occupational search, tools and technology section, 
skills section and more!

REGIONAL CAREER ACADEMIES

charlestonchamber.org/careeracademies

Highlights regional workforce initiatives within area 
high schools. Through these opportunities students 
are engaged in projects, learning from industry 
professionals and exploring through capstone 
experiences.
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SC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

sciway.net

List of all South Carolina Colleges, Universities and 
Specialized Schools.

SCOIS

portal.sccis.intocareers.org

An online system which provides access to 
several career assessments, college information, 
occupational information, college major information, 
career clusters, school subjects matched to careers, 
financial aid information, private trade schools, 
career videos, building and posting resumes, career 
electronic portfolios, salary and outlook information 
on careers, lesson plans for teachers, career 
guidance tools for parents, accountability reports for 
administrators and much more.

S.C. CAN 

SOUTH CAROLINA CAN GO TO COLLEGE

sccango.org

The primary goal of this campaign is to encourage 
South Carolina students and families to take an 
active role in pursuing higher education while raising 
needed awareness about college access.

S.C. SCHOLARSHIP 
ENHANCEMENTS

LIFE AND PALMETTO

che.sc.gov

S.C. TRAC

sctrac.org

The South Carolina Transfer and Articulation 
Center (SC TRAC) is designed to facilitate student 
transitions between and among South Carolina’s 
institutions of higher education. Plan your 
coursework to avoid taking classes that will not 
count towards your degree.

S.C. UNIFORM GRADING POLICY

ed.sc.gov

Administrative procedures for the South Carolina 
Uniform Grading Policy.

S.C. UNIFORM GRADING SCALE

ed.sc.gov

The South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale is a 
uniform scale and the system for calculating grade 
point averages and class rank for student being 
awarded high school credits.

S.C. COMMISSION ON HIGHER 
EDUCATION

che.sc.gov

The Commission on Higher Education (CHE) 
provides statewide policy direction, management 
and oversight of the state’s public higher education 
institutions. This includes state scholarships, 
college admission requirements, articulation 
agreements and awareness of the importance of 
higher education.
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"Students are the Heart of Our Work"
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Horticulture  
Environmental and Natural Resource Management #
Plant and Animal Systems #

Building Construction     #

Digital Art and Design  
Fashion Design and Apparel Construction 
Media Technology         

Business Information Management    
General Management      
Human Resource Management #
Operations Management 

Early Childhood Education  

Accounting  
Banking Services  
Business Finance     
Securities and Investments 

Biomedical Sciences (PLTW)          
Health Science          
Sports Medicine      

Culinary Arts Management       
Hospitality and Tourism Management # 

Barber/Master Hair Care 
Cosmetology  
Family and Consumer Sciences     
Nail Technology 

Game and Interactive Media Design  #
Information Support and Services        
Networking Systems      
Programming and Software Development      
Web and Digital Communications  

Law Enforcement Services 

Mechatronics Integrated Technologies       
Welding Technology   

Marketing Communications     
Marketing Management  
Merchandising  

Computer and Information Systems Security/Info Assurance       
Computer Science (PLTW)  
Pre-Engineering (PLTW) #           

Automotive Collision Repair Technology    
Automotive Technology     
Global Logistics and Supply Chain Management    

# = Concentrator Programs    |      = Completer Programs

West Ashley CAS

Career and Technology Education Programs of Study

Magnet, Program, and Charter Schools Cooper River CAS

E. Cooper 

CAS

Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources

Arts, A/V & Communications

Architecture & Construction

Human Services/Family & Consumer Sciences

Hospitality & Tourism

Health Science

Finance

Education & Training

Business, Management & Administration

Information Technology

Transportation, Distribution & Logistics

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics

Marketing, Sales & Service

Manufacturing

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security




